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How to Brief a Case
You’ll see that my case brief format is quite different from the ones you see taught by most resources. Most students write briefs that are way too long and often focused on the wrong things. Then they stop briefly completely because it takes them too much time and does not help their studying. My method will help you brief cases quickly and efficiently. Here’s how: 

The rule is the most important thing you will learn from a case, so put it first in your brief.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Credit for the idea to put the rule first goes to Erica Lux, Director of Academic & Bar Success Programs, Texas Tech School of Law.] 


The second most important thing from a case is its holding: how did the court apply that rule in this particular case?

The fact summary contains only enough information to jog your memory about what happened in this case when you are reviewing your notes a few months from now. Most students write fact summaries that are far too long and with far too many (unnecessary) details! Frankly, many judicial opinions include fact summaries that are too long and with too many irrelevant details.

I never include procedural history in a case brief, unless it’s a Civil Procedure class—which is a whole different ballgame! 

I don’t include an issue statement because it’s usually repetitive of the holding, but you can include one if you want to.

I omit the case citation because it’s generally irrelevant. Occasionally, the year of the decision or the specific court that decided the case is important. If so, your professor will make that clear during class, and you can add it.

My “extras” section is where you should include things like
· any new vocabulary words from the case that you had to look up in a legal dictionary. Write down the word and its definition because you will have forgotten it by tomorrow!
· any policy discussions or other reasoning stated in the opinion. 
· additional things your professor mentions in class about this case or this rule. Write down things your professor says in a different color font.

Sample Case Brief

People v. Stewart[footnoteRef:2] [2:  If you want to read the original case and compare it to my brief, it is People v. Stewart, 55 P.3d 107 (Colo. 2002) (en banc).] 


Rule: If an object is a firearm, knife, or bludgeon, then it automatically is a deadly weapon. If it is not one of those things, then there is a two-part test to determine if it is a deadly weapon.
1. Object must be used or intended to be used as a weapon.
2. Object must be capable of causing serious bodily injury.

Facts: a car and a pedestrian collided; disputed reports as to how this happened, but the pedestrian was seriously injured and later died.

Holding: The car was used as a deadly weapon. A car is not automatically a deadly weapon but here it was used as such. 



The next page has a blank template for a case brief. Download it now and personalize it to make it work better for you.

Case Name

Rule: 

Facts:

Holding:

Extras:
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